Shango          / Chango 
Shango (Sàngó) is a God of Thunder,          and the ancestor of the Yoruba people of Nigeria. Living in the sky, he          hurls thunderstones down at the Earth, killing those who offend him or          setting their houses afire. (His thunderbolts are prehistoric stone celts          which farmers sometimes find while hoeing their fields; they are taken          to Shango's priests, who keep them at his shrine in a plate supported          by an inverted mortar, which also serves as a stool when the heads of          initiates are shaved. The stones in Shango's sacrifices may be an allusion          to his thunderbolts (In one verse, it is said Shango killed a leopard          by putting an inverted mortar over it.) He is the son of Yemaja, the mother          goddess and protector of birth. Shango (Xango) has three wives: Oya, who          stole Shango's secrets of magic; Oschun, the river goddess, is Shango's          favorite because of her culinary abilities; and Oba, who tried to win          his love by offering her ear for him to eat. He sent her away in anger          and she became the river Oba, which is very turbulent where it meets the          river Oschun. Shango is portrayed with a double axe on his head (the symbol          of thunder), with six eyes and sometimes with three heads. His symbolic          animal is the ram, and his favorite colors are red and white, which are          regarded as being holy. In Brazil, Shango is worshipped as a thunder and          weather god by the Umbandists. In Santeria, Shango (Chango) is the equivalent          of the Catholic saint, St. Barbara. 
He was noted for his          magical powers and was feared because when he spoke, fire came out of          his mouth. In a state of possession it is said that a Shango worshipper          may eat fire, carry a pot of live coals on his head, or put his hand into          live coals without apparent harm. 
As the legendary fourth          king of the ancient kingdom of Oyo, Shango's rule was marked by capricious          use of power. He inadvertently caused a thunderstorm and lightening struck          his own palace killing many of his wives and children. According to a          later myth, it was a defeat in a magical contest that led Shango to leave          Oyo and hang himself, although when lightening flashes in the sky and          thunder rolls his worshippers have been heard to shout, "The king          did not hang himself". 
Bata drums are sacred          to Shango. Shango's favorite foods include bitter kola nuts and yam porridge.          Offerings to him include: green bananas, hot cornmeal and okra, and red          apples. His symbol is a double-headed axe, and his number is 6. Shango's          feast day is celebrated on December 4th, and his animals are the rooster          and turtle. 
The          Legend of Saint Barbara 
According to legend, Saint Barbara was the extremely          beautiful daughter of a wealthy heathen named Dioscorus, who lived near          Nicomedia in Asia Minor. Because of her singular beauty and fearful that          she be demanded in marriage and taken away from him, he jealously shut          her up in a tower to protect her from the outside world. Shortly before          embarking on a journey, he commissioned a sumptuous bathhouse to be built          for her before he departed. 
Barbara had heard          of the teachings of Christ, and while her father was gone spent much time          in contemplation. From the windows of her tower she looked out upon the          surrounding countryside and marveled at the growing things; the trees,          the animals and the people. She decided that all these must be part of          a master plan, and that the idols of wood and stone worshipped by her          parents must be condemned as false. Gradually she came to accept the Christian          faith. 
As her belief became          firm, she directed that the builders redesign the bathhouse her father          had planned, adding another window so that the three windows might symbolize          the Holy Trinity. When her father returned, he was enraged at the changes          and infuriated when Barbara acknowledged that she was a Christian. He          dragged her before the prefect of the province, who decreed that she be          tortured and put to death by beheading. Dioscorus himself carried out          the death sentence. On his way home he was struck by lightening and his          body consumed. 
Saint Barbara lived          and died about the year 300 A.D. She was venerated as early as the seventh          century. The legend of the lightning bolt which struck down her persecutor          caused her to be regarded as the patron saint in time of danger from thunderstorms,          earthquakes, fires and sudden death.
